Cambridge ESOL Common Scale
for Speaking

The Cambridge ESOL Common Scale for Speaking has been
developed to help users to:

* interpret levels of performance in the Cambridge tests
from beginner to advanced

* identify typical performance qualities at particular levels

* locate performance in one examination against
performance in another.

The Common Scale is designed to be useful to test candidates
and other test users (e.g. admissions officers or employers).
The description at each level of the Common Scale aims to
provide a brief, general description of the nature of spoken
language ability at a particular level in real-world contexts. In
this way the wording offers an easily understandable
description of performance which can be used, for example, in
specifying requirements to language trainers, formulating job
descriptions and specifying language requirements for new
posts.

LEVEL

C1

LEVEL

Bi

LEVEL

A2

MASTERY

CERTIFICATE OF PROFICIEMCY IN ENGLISH:

Fully operational command of the spoken language

® Ableto handle communication in most situations, including
unfamiliar or unexpected ones.

# Ableto use accurate and appropriate linguistic resources to
express complex ideas and concepts and produce extended
discourse that is coherent and always easy to follow.

* Rarely produces inaccuracies and inappropriacies.

* Pronunciation is easily understood and prosodic features are
used effectively: many features, including pausing and
hesitation, are ‘native-like’.

EFFECTIVE OPERATIONAL PROFICIENCY

CERTIFICATE IN ADVANCED ENGLISH:

Good operational command of the spoken language

® Ableto handle communication in most situations.

® Ableto use accurate and appropriate linguistic resources to
express ideas and produce discourse that is generally coherent.

# Occasionally produces inaccuracies and inappropriacies.

* Maintains a flow of language with only natural hesitation
resulting from considerations of appropriacy or expression.

* |1 accent may be evident but does not affect the clarity of the
MEssage.

VANTAGE

FIRST CERTIFICATE IN ENGLISH:

Generally effective command of the spoken language

* Able to handle communication in familiar situations.

# Able to organise extended discourse but occasionally produces
utterances that lack coherence and some inaccuracies and
inappropriate usage occur.

* Maintains a flow oflanguage, although hesitation mayoccur
whilst searching for language resources.

# Although pronunciation is easily understood, L1 features may be
intrusive.

* Does not require major assistance or prompting by an interlocutor.

THRESHOLD

PRELIMINARY ENGLISH TEST:

Limited but effective command of the spoken language

¢ Able to handle communication in most familiar situations.

# Able to construct longer utterances but is not able to use complex
language except in well-rehearsed utterances.

* Has problems searching for language resources to express ideas
and concepts resulting in pauses and hesitation.

* Pronunciation is generally intelligible, but L1 features may put a
strain on the listener.

* Has some ability to compensate for communication difficulties
using repair strategies but may require prompting and assistance
byan intedocutor.

WAYSTAGE

KEY ENGLISH TEST:

Basic command of the spoken language

* Able to convey basic meaning in very familiar or highly
predictable situations.

* Produces utterances which tend to be very short — words or
phrases — with frequent hesitations and pauses.

* Dependent on rehearsed or formulaic phrases with limited
generative capacity.

® Only able to produce limited extended discourse.

* Pronunciation is heavily influenced by L1 features and may at
times be difficult to understand.

* Requires prompting and assistance by an interlocutor to prevent
communication from breaking down.



