
• Competences are the sum of knowledge, skills and characteristics that allow a person to perform actions.

• General competences are those not specific to language, but which are called upon for actions of all kinds, including language activities.

• Communicative language competences are those which empower a person to act using specifically linguistic means.

• Context refers to the constellation of events and situational factors (physical and others), both internal and external to a person, in which acts of communication are embedded

· Language activities involve the exercise of one’s communicative language competence in a specific domain in processing (receptively and/or productively) one or more texts in order to carry out a task.

• Language processes refer to the chain of events, neurological and physiological,involved in the production and reception of speech and writing.

• Text is any sequence or discourse (spoken and/or written) related to a specific domain and which in the course of carrying out a task becomes the occasion of a language activity, whether as a support or as a goal, as product or process.

• Domain refers to the broad sectors of social life in which social agents operate. A higher order categorisation has been adopted here limiting these to major categories relevant to language learning/teaching and use: the educational, occupational, public and personal domains.

• A strategy is any organised, purposeful and regulated line of action chosen by an individual to carry out a task which he or she sets for himself or herself or with which he or she is confronted.

· A task is defined as any purposeful action considered by an individual as necessary in order to achieve a given result in the context of a problem to be solved, an obligation to fulfil or an objective to be achieved. 


