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1. Recent successes and future plans.
2. How people treated Francesca.

3. Francesca’s problem.

4. How Francesca’s career started.
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["] secondary school is tough for
anyone, can you imagine what it must
be like when you suffer from cerebral
palsy? Cerebral palsy, or CP, is a term
used to describe a group of chronic

conditions affecting body movement
ind muscle coordination.

[] This is exactly what Rachel Burns
ad to deal with. The character
ppeared in Grange Hil, a long-running
uccessful BBC children's drama series
etween 1994 and 1998.

Now Francesca Martinez, the actress
who played the role of Rachel and who
uffers from CP in real life, is using her
< great sense of humour to make a new
+ career for herself as a comedienne.

< And the audiences love her!

£ [C]So what s the secret of Francesca’s
+ success? Well in short, she has never

* let her problems stand in her way.

+ In Bliss magazine, she spoke of her

: experiences. “Whenever we went to

¢ the hospital, | was angry that everyone

< spoke to Mum as if | wasn't there.

So when a doctor asked if anything

* funny happened to me during the night,
% |'said ‘| grew another pair of ears and

* got green spots all over my head'. At

+ school some mates avoided her.

H “They thought it wasn't cool to have a
+ disabled girl as a friend”. If anyone

* asked why | talked funny, | said

+ I was from an exotic country and had a
< strange accent!

* [[] Atter doing Grange Hill, Fran took

+ part in the Edinburgh Festival, won

H Channel 4's So You Think You're Funny
+ and the Daily Telegraph Open Mike

* award. What about the future?

% “I'hope I'll get the money to make

+ the film Dad wrote for me but which

< has never been made.”

Match the highlighted words with the corresponding definitions.

In a strange way: fvnng =t

Difficult: N

People who watch TV or a show:
Never went near: __

Ruin her opportunities:

PNV N e

30

thirty

Which is on (at the theatre/cinema) for a long period:

Which last a long time (illnesses/diseases):

A prize or money you receive for what you have done:

lm'agine you are going
to interview Francesca.
Write in your notebook
the questions you would
like to ask her.





