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PON I ciclo Educazione Linguistica – Inglese

Path’s title: Learning context: resources and  limits
Ambiente di apprendimento, risorse e limiti


Author – Rosa Balsamo

Unit of theoretical reference – The CEFR for Modern Languages: key concepts and key words


Core topic –3
Students develop their competences within a context composed not only by a combination of physical spaces (at school) but also by a set of mental and abstract spaces that communicate and interact .
Normally when teachers talk about learning context, they  make reference to the class atmosphere and to all communicative and interactive processes that determine the teaching activity success or failure.
What is a learning context?

According to CEFR (c. 2.1, P.9) “ Context refers to the  constellation of events and situational factors (physical and others), both internal and external to a person, in which acts of communication are embedded”.
The constellation of events and the situational factors mentioned in the CEFR , can be described as  follows: 

►physical factors: presence of disturbing elements in the classroom or out of school, bad/good situation of the classroom(too small, scarcely lighted, too noisy), sufficient/insufficient school learning resources( no language lab, no library, no interactive whiteboard);
►psychological factors: students’ cultural, social and economic background, physical students’ conditions( shyness, illness, interest), teachers’ attitude and  adopted techniques ( encouraging techniques helping students’ learning, teaching new solutions).
AIMS of this learning path are:

· reflecting upon the whole meaning of the expression “ context”

· evaluating positive and negative aspects of technology in teaching procedures

· guiding teachers in evaluating their school context and promoting the use of technology in their teaching practice

· providing them with realistic and motivating spaces(real or unreal) for their students;
the learning objectives to achieve are:
· surfing the net in order to enrich personal teaching techniques

· working in team sharing opinions and cooperating with partners

· planning a learning path according to students’ life perception and interests.
Final competences

At the end, teachers will be able to :

· evaluate the various components of school context,
· plan the teaching activities according to students’  sensitiveness  and likes,
· design a CLIL project upon a topic of general interest,
· draw up an evaluation grid,
· surf the net in order to look for suitable up-to-dated teaching solutions to adopt in the class.
Students’ aims are :

· to stimulate  their active involvement in learning activities,
· to develop their creativity, 
· to foster students’ decision making processes,
· to enrich their personality giving the useful suggestions,
· to improve their capacity to work in team (couple or group), cooperating, 
· to observe rules,
· to implement the  self-control attitudes, 
· to promote their autonomy in learning process and self-assessment procedures,
· to make them aware of different cultures and to acquire the European Citizenship awareness.

ACTIVITY
Methodology 

· Gathering information
· Reflecting
· Analyzing
· Using ICT
· Comparing

· Cooperating

· Sharing opinions

· Revising

· Evaluating outcomes


STEP 1 Reflection Time: What about innovation in teaching? 

         TASK 1.1. making a survey
STEP 2 How do you think young people learn? 
         TASK 2.1  fill in the grid
         TASK 2.2. about the use of new media
STEP 3:  Being an innovative teacher
         TASK 3.1. preparing a cross-curricular activity
         TASK 3. 2  sharing experiences

STEP 1 Reflection Time:  What about innovation in teaching?  
If we observe our students we can see that they are always dealing with mobile, i-phone, or MP3; technology is part of their lives and a great part of them think that the school context is boring and  old-fashioned.
And what about you? Do you think school cannot keep up with today’s progress  and changes?

Perhaps it is up to us to adequate teaching methodologies to young students, encompassing new technologies into our teaching practice as necessary tools to reach and interest young people. In fact the new technological products such as wikis,   blogs, emails, video-streaming offer teachers the chance to favour the  learning process through:

· putting young learners in direct contact with other peers in other countries,
· exposing them to real language and communicative situations,
· focusing on language structures and giving them an immediate feed-back,
· widening awareness about different cultures,
· improving their interest and participation.
“La scoperta di storie e tradizioni di altri paesi, l’analisi di materiali autentici (immagini, oggetti, testi, ecc.) possono contribuire ad aumentare la motivazione ad apprendere le lingue. L’uso di tecnologie informatiche, inoltre, consente di ampliare spazi, tempi e modalità di contatto e interazione sociale tra individui, comunità scolastiche e territoriali. L’apprendimento delle lingue straniere si innesta su un’iniziale motivazione intrinseca, sulla spontanea propensione dell’alunno verso la comunicazione verbale, sul suo desiderio di socializzare e interagire con l’ambiente circostante. Per l’apprendimento di altre lingue sarà piuttosto necessario far leva sulla motivazione estrinseca a “fare con la lingua”, a giocare con i compagni e a simulare giochi di ruolo. L’alunno potrà così più facilmente passare progressivamente da una interazione centrata essenzialmente sui propri bisogni a una comunicazione attenta all’interlocutore fino a sviluppare competenze socio-relazionali adeguate a interlocutori e

contesti diversi. ” Indicazioni per il curricolo per la scuola dell’infanzia e per il primo ciclo d’istruzione (2007)
Moreover if we integrate ICT into our teaching, we can practice all the four language skills using a video on the interactive whiteboard.
Do you agree with this statement? or do you think teaching should remain anchored to traditional methodologies? Read the following lines about positive and negative features of traditional and innovative teaching methodologies then express your opinions about it   ( see * attachment 1*) (ATTACHMENT 1. doc)

(ATTACHMENT 1. doc)

	NEGATIVE FEATURES
	TRADITIONAL TEACHING METHODOLOGIES
	INNOVATIVE TEACHING METHDOLOGIES

	
	Lack of flexibility
	Need a certain quote of ICT know-how 

	
	Are not up-to-dated
	Are always in evolution and that is  cause of anxiety in teaching performances

	
	Need more time in order to gather information, prepare learning paths and the  relative activities
	Need up-to-date tools

	
	
	Cannot  exactly preview unit development time


Express your opinions: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

	POSITIVE FEATURES
	TRADITIONAL TEACHING METHODOLOGIES
	INNOVATIVE TEACHING METHDOLOGIES

	
	Are based on a defined content and established and proved teaching techniques
	Are interesting and motivating for students

	
	Allow relaxing teaching
	Are flexible and ready to be up-dated at any moment

	
	Allow to determine the time necessary to accomplish a certain activity( even if it is a longer time)
	Need less time because teachers can prepare/ organise their learning paths in less time

	
	Are based on books, papers and pencils  
	Give teachers  the possibility to cooperate with other teachers from all over the world 

	
	
	Favour research and the teachers’ personal enrichment 

	
	No sense of anxiety due to comparison with our students’ ICT ability 
	As it concerns students, they are closer to their way of living and perceiving the world

	
	
	Give them the opportunity to solve problems, to exchange and share opinions with peers from all countries, to enrich their culture comparing each other

	
	
	Promote  their self-assessment 

	
	
	Develop learning autonomy


Express your opinions: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Reflect and go on following task

STEP 2:  How do you think young people learn? 
How do young people learn? Do you think that school can affect their learning process?
All of us  know: only a limited number  of young people read books once a month, but we can say that all of them practice their mother tongue reading/writing skills at every moment, all day long and maybe all night long by means of instant messaging, participations to  blogs, surfing the net and so on because of English video-clips,  songs, chat-lines and  blogs.
How do you think your students learn?
Analyse your students’ behaviour and their outcomes during a classroom activity

Note down what do you think it could favour their learning process

Then fill in the following grid ticking what you agree upon ( see * attachment 2*) (ATTACHMENT 2. doc)
                     STUDENTS’LEARNING GRID                    (ATTACHMENT 2. doc)

My students learn through:
	Paying attention to teacher
	

	Listening carefully during activities and teacher’s explanations
	

	Taking notes during teacher’s explanations
	

	Listening to their classmates, cooperating, discussing, accepting/rejecting different opinions, in pair/group work (social learning)
	

	Putting into practice what the teacher has carried on during the lesson
	

	Taking part in an oral debate in the  classroom or in video conferences
	

	Participating actively to European projects
	

	External inputs: songs, video-clips, social networking, web-sites and so on
	

	Attending English courses out of school
	

	Travelling 
	


Reflect on this grid issues and evaluate carefully how young people learning process has changed.
Then watch this video: 
http://breeze.indire.it/parigi
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What do you think about this video? 

Do you think it realistic? 

(ATTACHMENT 3. doc)
	MEDIUM
	YES
	CROSS-CURRICULARITY
	WHY?

	ENGLISH VIDEO-CLIPS
	
	
	

	ENGLISH  SONGS
	
	
	

	ENGLISH CHAT-LINES
	
	
	

	ENGLISH THEME-BLOGS
	
	
	

	I-PODS
	
	
	

	ENGLISH BROADCAST
	
	
	

	ENGLISH RADIO CHANNELS
	
	
	


STEP 3:  Being an innovative teacher
Consider carefully the step 1 and the step 2, especially the task 1.1 and the grid about students’ learning habits( attachment 2).
What could be effective in the school learning context to meet the needs of an ever-changing technological society?

Because it is becoming more and more evident that our classrooms will have no more walls ; technological resources have widened traditional learning context transforming it in a space opened to the whole world.
This is the reason why we should motivate our students developing  a well-contextualized syllabus with motivating topics, opening “our classroom doors” to the external world.

In other words, teachers should teach according to students’ life perception: making use of what is already part of their daily life
Communication for them passes through mobile, pod-cast, web

As teachers we should guide them towards a critical approach to web, sharing with them a new type  of communicative learning  community: the web community


After preparing the cross-curricular activity,  you will put it into practice  in your class 
working in team with your colleagues.

 You could also look for useful suggestions on the net .

See :

http://theconnectedclassroom.wikispaces.com/World
http://khokanson.blogspot.com
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_7950000/newsid_7959200/7959221.stm

(ATTACHMENT 4. doc).
Students’ outcomes evaluation grid
	Sign on a scale from 1 to 5:

1 very poor

2  poor

3 satisfactory

4  good 

5 very good


	SCORE
	LANGUAGE SKILLS
	LIFE SKILLS/KNOW-HOW
	SCORE

	
	
	Listening and reading to gather information
	Using a range of different ways of collecting and organising material 
	

	
	
	Asking questions and answering using appropriate vocabulary
	Planning and drafting a text on paper or on screen
	

	
	
	Writing using formal and impersonal language
	Solving problem applying their knowledge
	

	
	
	Interacting taking part in group discussion in different contexts (school/web)
	Using ICT databases as information sources
	

	
	
	Describing and narrating using a clear information and a concise expression
	Cooperating with others discussing and reviewing their own and other performances
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


You can use the lines above for further elements you want to evaluate
Step 4. DISCUSSING AND EVALUATING 

reflect about the outcomes: which activity offered more  in terms of 
► competences acquisition,

► language level achievement,

► cultural/social goals,
► students’ involvement?
Do you think students have enjoyed this way of learning? Explain why
Do you think you succeeded in creating a better learning context?

Which elements contributed more to this purpose?
Note down on a paper and share your opinion with project colleagues.

Do they agree with you?
SELF-ASSESSMENT

At the end of this path, please fill in the following form expressing your personal assessment about it.
Sign on a scale progressing from 1 to 5:

1. = very poor

2. = poor

3. = satisfactory

4. = good 

5. =very good

I am able to:

	Understand how young people learning has changed
	

	Understand what are the factors affecting context
	

	Compare teachers’ resources in order to choose something suitable to students’ sensitiveness 
	

	ameliorate my  traditional teaching techniques using technological sources
	

	Select and use  innovative media as part of my teaching
	

	Design a CLIL project involving students and other subject teachers
	

	Work in group sharing experiences and cooperating for the same objective to reach
	

	Draw up an evaluation grid to evaluate a learning path designed
	


Sitography


http://host8.123flashchat.com/eslcafe/
http://theconnectedclassroom.wikispaces.com/World
http://breeze.indire.it/parigi
http://khokanson.blogspot.com
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_7950000/newsid_7959200/7959221.stm
http://www.britishcouncil.org
http://www.effortlessenglishclub.com
http://a4esl.org/q/h/grammar.html
http://www.elearnspace.org/Articles/ldc.htm
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TASK 1.1. Making a survey


Now that  you have focused on innovative teaching methodologies, you could carry out a survey.


Ask your school-colleagues to express their opinion about this topic, you could also share opinions with your partners in the forum. Ask them if they are favourable to use ICT in languages teaching practice. If not, ask why. 


Then compare and discuss the results with the rest of your virtual class.


Report on line and compare the results with teachers from other schools.


You can  click on :


� HYPERLINK "http://host8.123flashchat.com/eslcafe/" ��http://host8.123flashchat.com/eslcafe/�





� HYPERLINK "http://theconnectedclassroom.wikispaces.com/World" ��http://theconnectedclassroom.wikispaces.com/World�






































TASK 3.1. preparing a cross-curricular activity


Plan a CLIL activity involving other subject teachers of your class


Making reference to the grid you have ticked before( see attachment 3) define clearly the way you want to use the technological media in order  to develop your activity.


Define the timing and the topic


The subjects involved : English, ………………


How to test outcomes( true/false questions, gap filling, cloze test…)


What evaluate( the ability of expressing ideas and opinions correctly, of working in group sharing tasks, of self- control, of mediating …) 


For this purpose prepare an  evaluation grid, it could be of help the grid  used in task 2.1, attachment 2.











TASK 2. 1.  Fill in the grid


Observe now what you ticked on the previous grid(ATTACHMENT 2. doc) about your students’ learning.


Would you choose any of the technological media  in your teaching activities?


Which of them also in a cross-curricular activity?


Put a tick and justify your choice in the grid below ( see * attachment 3*) (ATTACHMENT 3. doc).











TASK 3.2.  sharing experiences


Invite your students to produce a report about this activity and share it with peers using the net and  promoting the expansion to the environment


( i.e. it could be a report about Indian people habits and culture, traditional festivals or dietary habits, if there are some pupils coming from that country in the class; see below  for useful links)


Divide students in small groups(two or three), 


assign to every group a special task,


ask students:


to gather additional material about topic(on newspapers or on websites)


to prepare a scheme following the Wh5 (What, Who, Where, When, Why, +How)


You and your colleagues should always be ready to give suggestions 


At the end of the task, the students   could share it with another class in the school or  on the net.


Finally, together with your colleagues , analyse the outcomes of this learning path; an  evaluation grid  should have been prepared at this purpose.


You can see for help the grid below: see ( see * attachment 4*) (ATTACHMENT 4. doc).





� HYPERLINK "http://www.britishcouncil.org" ��http://www.britishcouncil.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.effortlessenglishclub.com" ��http://www.effortlessenglishclub.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://a4esl.org/q/h/grammar.html" ��http://a4esl.org/q/h/grammar.html�
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